
EARLY READING 

Expectations 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you came to the writing meeting you would have seen a writing rope.
The rope represents how all the different skills combine to make a reader.



HOW MUCH READING?

Read Write Inc

Talk for Reading 

Reading for pleasure

Curriculum linked books 

Performance poetry



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This document is on the website and explains how we at St Agnes ensure that we teach all the skills required for children to be successful readers. 
Some of the skills will be taught discreetly in reading lessons and others are woven into English and practised in other curriculum lessons.





In RWI pupils: 

• Decode letter-sound correspondences quickly and effortlessly, using their phonic 

knowledge and skills 

• Read common exception words on sight 

• Understand what they read 

• Read aloud with fluency and expression 

• Spell quickly and easily by segmenting the sounds in words 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
How RWI links to the rope



Expectations of progress
Our goal is for children to:
1. Work out unfamiliar words quickly – including new vocabulary and names.
2. Read familiar words speedily – that is, words they have been taught.
3. Read texts - including the words they have been taught – fluently.
Please note: these are the expectations for the lowest 20% of children. Other children should
be well in advance of this.
All children should achieve these expectations, if they have followed the programme from
Reception.

Stage NOT Age 
groupings

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As soon as children come to school in reception we start to teach them to read. We use a synthetic phonics scheme called RWI to teach these early reading skills. 
This scheme is for any child who is reading through decoding words. These can be for children from YR to Y3. If children still need phonics beyond Y3 they move onto Fresh Start. This scheme still teaches them to decode and blend but the texts are more age appropriate. 



Once the children can read all the 
single set 1 sounds speedily and can 

blend them in real and nonsense 
words they move on to reading 

ditties. 

They are now introduced to the first 
common exception words. These are 
words that have irregular spellings 

for the sounds they make.

When they can read all the Set 1 
sounds including the ‘special friends’ 
speedily they move onto red books.

They will start to read words with 5 
sounds and multi-syllabic ones such 

as pocket and robin.

Set 1 Sounds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
SET 1 sounds and books
Reading and writing – little rhyme 

The pictures and the sayings help the children to remember 

You will notice on the front of the book the sounds the children will be reading. 



When the children can read all the 
Set 1 sounds speedily and read 
words longer words with these 

sounds they are taught Set 2 sounds. 
These are the ones highlighted in 
grey. They are the most common 

vowel sounds and graphemes. The 
books they now read are green, 
purple and pink. They move onto 
these as they read more complex 

real and nonsense words with all the 
taught sounds including more 

complex multi-syllabic. 

More red words are taught. Some of 
these words are only red for a while 
until they learn alternatives in Set 3.

Set 2 Sounds

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will notice on the front of the book the sounds the children will be reading. 



Set 3 Sounds
When the children can read all Set 1 and Set 2 sounds 

speedily and read words longer words with these sounds 
they are taught Set 3 sounds. These are now on the 
complex speed sound chart and they are the more 

complex vowel sounds and graphemes. The books they 
now read are orange, yellow, blue and grey. 

They move onto these as they read more complex real 
and nonsense words with all the taught sounds.

 To move onto the blue, grey and off RWI they also have 
to read a passage with fluency at and a certain speed. 

More red words are taught as well as more complex 
multi-syllabic words.

They are introduced to a wider range of vocabulary 
throughout these books and the level of comprehension 

expectation is increased. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You will notice on the front of the book the sounds the children will be reading. 



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We assess children once a half-term or more often if needed. 



Set 1

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We assess children once a half-term or more often if needed. 



Set 2

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We assess children once a half-term or more often if needed. 



Set 3 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We assess children once a half-term or more often if needed. 



Practise  

Linked texts on a 
Friday

Paper copy of the book sent 
home after the third read.

Each book should be read at least 3 times for accuracy, fluency and comprehension.

Sharing books – to be 
read by the adult – 

creates a love of stories 
and language

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
After the third read of the book in school the children take home a black and white version of the book.



COMPREHENSION
Context-prior knowledge and 
contextual information

Vocabulary

Prediction

Fluency

Retrieval

Response-drama, art etc

Book talk - inference

Summarising

Evaluating



READING FOR PLEASURE

Year 1- RWI 
storybook + sharing 

books

Year 2-RWI storybook 
+ sharing book if still 

on RWI OR white 
Accelerated Reader 

books (BL 3-3.9)

Year 3-sharing book 
if still on RWI OR 
white/red (4-4.5) 

Accelerated Reader 
books

Year 4-Fresh Start 
anthology + sharing 

book OR red 
Accelerated Reader 

book (4.5-4.9)

Year 5-Fresh Start 
anthology + sharing 
book OR red/orange 
(5-5.5) Accelerated 

Reader book

Year 6-Orange (5.5-
5.9)/pink (6-6.9) 

Accelerated Reader 
book



READING ASSESSMENT

Baseline in EYFS

Good Level of Development at end of EYFS (word 
reading + comprehension)

Y1 Phonics Screening Check

Termly reading assessments

Year 6 Reading SATs

RWI assessments



READING 
INTERVENTION
o1:1 phonics 

oFresh Start 

o1:1 or small group –
fluency intervention

o1:1 or small group 
intervention -
comprehension



Recommended 
Reads

Books for Topics

Love Reading 4 Kids

Book Trust

National Literacy 
Trust

Oxford Owls



SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD’S READING

Be a reading model
Make it a special time
Make it regular
Have fun-do the voices and faces!!!
Encourage your child use their phonics to read unfamiliar words
Reread sentences (you as the expert followed by the child)
Practice and perform small parts to build accuracy and fluency
Link what they read to their everyday lives and experiences as well as other books
Talk about what you’ve read – basic questions and deeper level questions
Discuss opinions and preferences
Broad reading diet – magazines, poetry, blogs, non-fiction as well as stories





YEAR 2
Short chapter books



YEAR 3



YEAR 4



YEAR 5



YEAR 6



YEAR 2 READING SATS
Non-fiction – 2 pages

Fiction- 4 pages

17 questions

Need to read at approximately 90 words 
a minute



Y2 SATS STYLE 
QUESTIONS 
(17)



YEAR 6 READING SATS

3 GENRES E.G. 1 FICTION, 1 
NON-FICTION, 1 POETRY

7 PAGES OF TEXT

1 HOUR TO COMPLETE 
READING + 35 QUESTIONS

NEED TO READ AT 
APPROXIMATELY 120 
WORDS PER MINUTE
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