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National Curriculum

• Spoken Language
• Reading
• Writing

• Transcription - handwriting and spelling
• Composition – planning, drafting, writing, editing, 
evaluating
• Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation 



Handwriting

Posture
Pencil grip
Formation
Orientation
Sizing
Print- pre-cursive - continuous cursive



Letter formation
EYFS and Year 1



Year 2
pre-cursive 
letter 
formation



Year 2 and Year 3 continuous cursive





Spelling

•Application of phonics 

•Spelling patterns and rules

•Common exception words (Y1, Y2, Y3/4 and Y5/6)



Year 1

Spelling
-words using taught phonics (40+)
-common exception words
-days of the week
-plurals, adding 's' and 'es'
-adding 's' to verbs e.g. she climbs, he runs
-prefix 'un' (happy/unhappy)
-adding 'ing, ed, er, est'



Year 2

Spelling
-common homophones
-common exception words
-contractions (I'm, wasn't, we're 
etc)
-Singular possessive apostrophe 
e.g. Sophie's bike
-suffixes –ment, -ness, -ful, -less,



Year 3/4

Spelling
-homophones

-common exception words
-possessive apostrophe for plurals
-use dictionaries to check spellings

-'i' sound spelt 'y' e.g. pyramid
-prefixes (in-, mis-, dis-, re-, sub-, inter-, super-, anti-, auto
-suffixes (-ation, -ly,)

-endings 'ure,, 'ture, 'ous', 'tion', 'sion', 'ssion', 'cian', 'gue', 'que',
-'k' sound spelt 'ch'
-'sh' sound spelt 'ch'

-'s' sound spelt 'sc'
-'ay' sound spelt 'eigh', 'ei' and 'ey'



Year 5/6

Spelling
-endings cious, tious, cial, tial, ant, ance, ancy, 
ent, ence, ency, able, ably, ible, ibly
-adding suffixes to words ending in –fer 
(referring, transferred)
-use of the hyphen e.g. re-enter
-'i' before 'e' except after 'c'
-'ough' letter string
-silent letters
-homophones and near homophones e.g. 
affect/effect



Y3/4 
common 
exception words



Y5/6 
common 
exception 
words



Punctuation
Year 1
-capital letters for names of people, places and days of the 
week and months of the year
-Capital for personal pronoun ‘I’
-Capital letters for start of sentence
-Full stops
Question marks and exclamation marks (What, How)
Year 2
As year 1 and
-commas for lists
apostrophes for contraction (won’t)
possessive apostrophe (Sam’s bag was heavy)



Year 3/4
-use commas after fronted adverbials
-possessive apostrophe for plural nouns
-use and punctuate direct speech
Year 5/6
-commas to separate clauses in sentences
-brackets, commas and dashes for parenthesis
-semi-colons, colons and dashes to mark boundaries 
between independent clauses
-colon to introduce a list
-punctuating bullet points correctly
-hyphens to avoid ambiguity (the man eating shark/the 
man-eating shark)

Punctuation



Year 1

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

Year 6



Y1/2 
Grammar

Year 1
- joining words and joining sentences

with‘and’

Year 2
- use different sentence types-statements, 

commands, exclamations and questions
- use expanded noun phrases
- use past, present and progressive verb 

forms (I am swimming, I was swimming)
- use subordination (when, if, that, because) 

e.g. He went to bed when he was finished.



Y3/4 
Grammar

-use a range of conjunctions to extend 
sentences (although, if, when, because, after, 
before etc)
-use the present perfect verb form (She has 
visited)
-use conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions 
to express time and cause
-use fronted adverbials
-use commas after fronted adverbials
-possessive apostrophe for plural nouns
-use and punctuate direct speech



Year 5/6 
Grammar

- know the difference between formal and informal writing including 
the use of the subjunctive form (If I were to go/If I went)

- passive verb form (The ball was kicked by Tom/Tom kicked the ball)

- modal verbs (can, must, will, should)

- adverbs of possibility (perhaps, likely, possibly etc)

- relative clauses

- commas to separate clauses in sentences

- brackets, commas and dashes for parenthesis

- semi-colons, colons and dashes to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses

- colon to introduce a list

- punctuating bullet points correctly

- hyphens to avoid ambiguity (the man eating shark/the man-eating 
shark)



How to support your child
• Read a lot, including non-fiction and poetry
• Write small things-diaries, letters, postcards etc
• Play word games
• Write a little and often and aim for accuracy rather than 

quantity
• Make up stories orally
• Correct your child's letter formation, spelling etc with them-

the more they do it wrong the harder it becomes to correct
• Take care when correcting spelling
• Talk about things-success in reading and writing is based 

on oracy and vocabulary
• Make sure your child writes in whatever they write with in 

school-pencil/pen (never felt tips!)





End of 
EYFS



End of 
Year 1



Year 2



Year 3 



Year 4 
writing



Year 5 
writing



Year 6 writing
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